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STATISTICS

Gross National Product (billions $US) & Per capita income ($US) –(Both 1929 Constant $)

1919
74.2
710

1921
71.6
660

1923
85.8
766

1925
90.5
781

1927
97.3
817

1929
104.4
857

Acreage of Harvested Crops (millions) & Total Farm Income (millions $US)

1919
364
17,825

1921
359
10,521

1923
354
12,119

1925
360
13,667

1927
358
13,295

1929
365
13,895

Families with Radio Sets (‘000)

1919
N/A

1921
60 (actually 1922)

1923
400


1925
2,750

1927
6,750

1929
10,250

Net Production of  Electric Power (millions of kwH)

1920
56,559

1921
53,125

1923
71,399

1925
84,666

1927
101,390

1929
116,747

Number of Chains (2 or more stores in chain)- Total

1919
733

1921
905

1923
1,164

1925
1,440

1927
1689

1928
1,718

Index of Department Store Sales & Stocks (1947-49=100)

1919
27
37

1921
30
41

1923
34
46

1925
36
48

1927
37
48

1929
38
48

THE HEADLINES

Mussolini marches on Rome, proclaiming new political doctrine of Fascism.

19--, The Washington Conference agreed to limit arms among the Big Five Powers (United States, Britain, Japan, France and Italy) and respect the territorial integrity of China. Japan leaves unhappy at what it sees is its diminished role.

19--, German Mark hyperventilates, with prices in Germany rising 854,000,000,000%

 in less than a year. New currency, backed by the value of mortgages on property, restabilize currency. Inflationary pressures not expected to make it across the Atlantic to America.

Anti-immigrant feeling is still on the rise in the US. The Immigration Restriction Act, 1921, cut overseas immigration by imposing a quota set at 3% of the number of a particular national group present in the US in 1910. If you were Asian, forget it. Even this it seems is not enough to dull the cries of “racial suicide” heard through the land. Stay tuned for further developments.

A REPORT FROM FLORIDA

The times will be good in Florida, sometime in the next couple of years. John Gailbraith tells us that real estate will take off in Florida because of the fabulous weather. “The whole peninsula will soon be populated by holiday makers and sun-worshippers of this new and remarkably redolent era in which we live.” These people will need someplace to live. What will help fuel this expected demand is a proposal that land will be divided up into lots and sold at 10% down. 

EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT—Congress has put forward a new proposal for the Constitution- An Equal Rights Amendment. Flush from the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920, women hail this as a necessary step to recognizing the individual dignity of women, so says Alice Paul of the National Woman’s Party (NWP). The text reads:

· Men and women shall have equal rights throughout the United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.

· Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation

Strangely, working women are not as happy about it because they fear that higher wages will lead to men replacing them in the work they have gotten. “I need this job,” says one working woman. “These middle class ladies, with too much time on their hands are a real pain in the you know where!”

Women & Social Movements in the US, 1775-2000, http://womhist.binghamton.edu/era/doc1.htm, visited 18 September 2002

KU KLUX KLAN RISING

The KKK of Reconstruction days might have been tamed, but a new Klan, founded in Georgia in 1915 has spread a lot of fear amongst the African-American, Jewish, & Catholic population. Experts believe that it should see its height in 1924, with an estimated 4.5 million members nationwide. 

HORROR OF ROSEWOOD RETOLD—Survivors from the horrific events of January 19-- in the peaceable mostly African-American town of Rosewood in Florida have come forward to tell their stories.
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A burning House in Rosewod 

Remembering Rosewood, http://www.displaysforschools.com/burn.jpg, visited 17 September 2002

To remind our gentle readers, events started with a white woman, Fannie Taylor, claiming that she had “been “assaulted” by a black man.” The former residents of Rosewood dispute this. They believe that she was covering up for a lover’s quarrel with her white lover. This quickly led to the lynching of one Black man, Sam Carter. An angry mob of white men descended on Rosewood, shooting, killing and burning the town. 

A typical story is that of Maggie Hall, fifteen at the time. Her parents, Charles B. and Mary Hall, who had four daughters and five sons, were not a typical black Rosewood family.  Hall owned several farms, was a Baptist preacher, and was the village's only black store owner.  The family lived in a two-story building, and, as Margie remembered the night of January 4, "all of us children were in bed and my mother was gone to bed.  She came into our room and woke us up and said, 'Y'all getup, they're shooting.'"  Once awake, Margie continued, "we didn't have time to put any clothes on.  We just jumped up and ran out of the house and took off into the woods going toward Wylly."

Her thoughts are echoed by nine-year-old Lillie Burns and various family members  as they watched the proceedings.  "We could see the white people in their trucks with their guns sticking up on the trucks and cars right behind them.  This went on all day and all night," Lillie said.  "We could see where they were burning the houses....We could see the balls of black smoke."  

With 150-300 angry white men around, not much was left of the town. In Virginia a black newspaper, the Norfolk Journal

and Guide, sardonically appraised events since Friday when Sheriff Walker informed Governor Hardee that no troops were needed to control the situation: "[Walker] told the truth.  He proved he could handle the situation without outside assistance."

Though many claim that 50 or more people died, official evidence suggests that eight people died, six black, two white. One of the black men, Jim Carrier was shot to death after refusing to tell a mob who had been with him resisting the initial attacks. It was during these attacks that the two white men died.

Maxine Jones, A DOCUMENTED HISTORY OF THE INCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED AT 

ROSEWOOD, FLORIDA, IN JANUARY, http://www.tfn.net/doc/rosewood.txt, visited 20 September 2002

GREAT BLACK MIGRATION—Between 1910 and 1940, more than 1,750,000 black people left the South, with 800,000 of them during the 1920s. Reports cite growing repression in the South, with more than 416 lynchings between 1918-1927. It would be nice to think that things were better in the North, but racial tensions could explode there as well- as during 1919 in Chicago, when rioting left 13 dead whites, 28 dead blacks and over 500 injured.

Literature & Ideas

Vaerting, Mathilde, 1884- . The Dominant Sex: A Study in the Sociology of Sex Differentiation, by Mathilde and Mathias Vaerting; translated from the German by Eden and Cedar Paul 
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/VaeDomi.html

FATTY ARBUNKLE FOUND NOT GUILTY

Fatty Arbuckle was one of the most successful Hollywood actors and directors around. Friend of Buster Keaton, he enchanted audiences with his slapstick and experimental comedy.  When scandal hit, he was at the top of his powers. The round comedian's $5,000-a-week career ended—for all intents and purposes--during a boozy midday party in a suite in the St. Francis Hotel in the City of Hills.   It ended when Arbuckle, in his pajamas, adjourned to a bedroom with Virginia Rappé, a delicately beautiful actress and model. The girl, twenty-three, died four days later, and the State of California blamed her demise on "external pressure" applied by Arbuckle during a sexual adventure.   The cause of death was peritonitis, following a rupture of the bladder.
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Sand, Sex, & Scandal, The Lawless Decade, http://www.paulsann.org/thelawlessdecade/new1922.html, visited 20 September 2002

The incident rocked Hollywood on its foundations.   The silent screen counted 35,000,000 cash customers per week at the time and the studios weren't relying solely on the kiss-proof, drink-proof, sin-proof Western hero to lure them in.   Not at all.   The fan who wanted something more like-it-is than the 200 percent purity of William S. Hart or Jack Holt had a nice selection of bedroom epics to draw from… Hollywood was BIG business, and the scandal threatened the image of Hollywood as the maker of escapist fantasy. Big money was at stake, and Arbuckle was thrown to the wolves to save the industry.

Fatty Arbuckle's ordeal--and Hollywood's--lasted through not one but three trials.   The star contended all along that Miss Rappé's torn bladder grew out of a chronic condition aggravated by bootleg hootch. And though it did not come out of the trials, it appears that Rappé had gonorrhea and an infected bladder, and that this was the instigating cause of her death.  The ill effects of one or more illegal abortions may have also contributed to her tragic demise. 
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Biography, http://silent-movies.com/Arbucklemania/TRIAL.html, visited 20 September 2002

The women thought Miss Rappé might have had too much to drink, among other things, so they put her into a cold bath.   Doctors called by the defense testified that the bath could have ruptured the bladder.   The actress, while she lingered, had furnished no clues to the bedroom scene beyond telling a nurse that she had been intimate with the fun-loving 320-pound comedian. The first jury stood 10-2 for acquittal after 43 hours, so a mistrial was declared.   The second stood 10-2 for conviction and was dismissed after 44 hours. The third panel took just 6 minutes to clear the pink-faced defendant of manslaughter.

[image: image4.jpg]



Silent Era People, http://www.silentera.com/people/actors/Arbuckle-Roscoe.html, visited 20 September 2002

Despite the acquittal and ample evidence to show the case against him was fabricated, Arbuckle’s career was irretrievably shattered.  As The New York Times wrote, “Arbuckle has become, through mischance, a symbol of all the vice that has been indulged in by movie people.” 

The Crime Library, http://www.crimelibrary.com/notorious_murders/classics/william_taylor/2.htm, visited 20 September 2002.

Last Poems, A.E. Housman, http://www4.ncsu.edu/~aekirby/LastPoems.html, visited 17 September 2002

Last Poems

III

Her strong enchantments failing, 

. .Her towers in fear of wreck, 

Her limbecks dried of poisons 

. .And the knife at her neck, 

The Queen of air and darkness 

. .Begins to shrill and cry, 

'O young man, O my slayer, 

. .To-morrow you shall die.' 

O Queen of air and darkness, 

. .I think 'tis truth you say, 

And I shall die to-morrow; 

. .But you will die to-day.

XXVI

The half-moon westers low, my love, 

. .And the wind brings the rain; 

And wide apart lie we, my love, 

. .And seas between the twain. 

I know not if it rains, my love, 

. .In the land where you do lie; 

And oh, so sound you sleep, my love, 

. .You know no more than I.

XXIX

Wake not for the world-heard thunder 

Nor the chimes that earthquakes toll. 

Star may plot in heaven with planet, 

Lightning rive the rock with granite, 

Tempest tread the oakwood under: 

Fear you not for flesh and soul. 

Marching, fighting, victory past, 

Stretch your limbs in peace at last. 

Stir not for the soldiers drilling Nor the fever nothing cures: Throb of drums and timbal's rattle 

Call but man alive to battle, 

And the fife with death-notes filling 

Screams for blood but not for yours. 

Times enough you bled your best; 

Sleep on now, and take your rest. 

Sleep, my lad, the French are landed, 

London's burning, Windsor's down; 

Clasp your cloak of earth around you, 

We must man the ditch without you, 

Man unled and fight short-handed, 

Charge to fall and swim to drown. 

Duty, friendship, bravery o'er,

Sleep away, lad, wake no more.

