Group Work on German Unification

What would you do?

Picture yourself to be the Chancellor of Prussia (you have a king, but you are the one who actually takes care of the day to day running of the country, diplomacy, etc.). See the map below. Prussia is in two pieces, outlined.


Things to Know About the Internal German Situation:

· Prussia is the biggest state in the German Confederacy. Over time you have grown bigger, but there are still some 30 odd states, principalities, towns, etc., that are German and lie outside your control in 1862 (down from 300 in 1648). 

· These independent areas share similar culture, the same language (more or less), and a common conception of what constitutes “Germany” and “Germaness.”

· The North, including Prussia is Protestant, whilst the South, including Bavaria, is Catholic.

· Industrialization as hit you “full on.” Prussia is suitable for it, and you have embraced it. You are a modern marvel. Your population has exploded. You have the most well developed railroad network in continental Europe.

· Since 1834, you have been the head of the German trade Union, the Zollverein. It has made goods cheaper (only a nominal tariff) between the Germany states, whilst excluding Austria

· The other German States were ambivalent about Prussia. They recognize its importance and strength yet dislike the idea of losing their independence.

Things to Know About the External German Situation:

· Denmark, to the north, was interested in Schleswig and Holstein, two northern German States. These states were German speaking, German cultured, but under the influence of the Danes.

· The Austrian Empire is another major player. It has a German heritage, though it is a separate Empire (and will remain so, for some time). It is interested in Bavaria and Southern Germany. Austria is Catholic. Its technologies are not as modern as yours.

· France is suspicious of you, and also has an interest in the German states, as it wishes to maintain and extend its influence. France would likely block any moves to unify Germany. France is most active around Alsace. France controls Lorraine, a part of its territory that is closest to Alsace. Alsace and Lorraine are the coal and iron ore heart of Europe. Control of these would help to solidify industrial power to who owns them, through the extra steel they would help provide. French industrialization proceeds at a reasonable pace (better than Austria and Denmark), but not as strongly as Prussia’s and Germany as a whole.

· Other nations, including Russia and England would also dislike a unified Germany because they fear that a unified Germany would be too strong a player on the Continent of Europe (they are right) that would upset the Balance of Power (again, they are right). Britain is the pre-eminent economic power in Europe. 

· Starting offensive wars against your major neighbours would likely be taken as a signal that Prussia is trying to upset this balance of power. Britain has no problem with countries fighting defensive wars against aggressors.

Your task, as the Chancellor of Prussia is to unite all of these areas into ONE Germany. Your job is to UNIFY Germany!

Questions to help:

· Who are your possible rivals in the quest for having most influence in Germany? 

· What are their relative strengths?

· What would be the impact of the Zollverein and Prussian industrialization on the German states? How might these help the process of unification?

· What role might technology have on what you are prepared to do?

You have to somehow free the German states you don’t control from the influence of other nations. How will you do this?

