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Versailles Treaty Group Work.

Get into groups of a maximum of two-three each. Each of you represents the interests of your particular country- Great Britain (David Lloyd George), France (Georges Clemenceau), Italy (Vittorio Orlando), USA (Woodrow Wilson), and Japan. You are the VICTORS! Germany (because it lost) and Russia (that is the USSR to you, comrade- because it is Communist and bent on world-wide revolution) did not take part in the historical Conference.

Also, Poland and Serbia also participated as interested spectators who lobbied extensively for their points of view. They have no standing apart from their powers of persuasion. Germany in this simulation is allowed to participate in this near parallel world as an observer.

Your job is to work out the Peace. Germany and everyone else not invited will accept what you have decided (excluding the USSR which is bent on its own path to Communist Utopia) because you have the military muscle to make the peace work- at least initially. If Germany does not agree to the deal you have worked out, all those allied troops that are stationed near or in Germany will be happy to go in and finish the job.

Resources:

Each of you has a map of Europe and Asia Minor before the First World War began. Each of you will be given a sheet outlining what you want, and what most worries you, according to who you are. You can share this information.

What you have to do:

Get the best deal for your country that you can. The catch is everyone else in your group (apart from Germany, Poland, & Serbia) has to sign off on any part of the deal that is passed. Thus, the deal can be multi-segmented, as long as everyone (apart from Germany, Poland, & Serbia) agrees to each individual step at the time.

NOTE: If you cannot make a deal, then the map stays the same as it did before, and Germany gets to keep everything it managed to get and hold apart from what you all agreed to distribute.

Timings:

You have 5 minutes to read and discuss amongst yourselves what you need, want, and what you can live with.

You have 20 minutes to talk to other powers.

You have 5 minutes to write out what you worked out.

We will have a 10 minute debrief

Homework:

For Wednesday Class: Brower: mid p42-mid 43; p49-52 (On Russia)

For Thursday Class: Man & Microbes Reading, p142-147

Friday: Finish up Spanish Flu, and work on Yeats: The Second Coming

For Monday: Yeats: The Second Coming, read, and write a one page response explaining what Yeats is on about here.

France

Georges Clemenceau was the prime minister of France; he was nicknamed "The Tiger". He wanted to make Germany pay for all of the damage that France had suffered during the four years of fighting. He also wanted to make sure that a war like this would never happen again. France suffered 1,368,000 casualties in the War. He had four main demands: 


· Germany must return Alsace-Lorraine to France; this had been taken by Germany in 1871. 

· Germany must pay Reparations to France to cover the cost of rebuilding the parts of France that had been destroyed during the war (750,000 houses and 23,000 factories had been destroyed). The War had been fought almost exclusively on French soil

· France should be allowed to take possession of the Rhineland (the area near the River Rhine); this was to stop Germany attacking France in the future.

· Germany should have a small armed force so that it would not be able to conduct war like this again- especially against France

· France was heavily in debt, mostly to the USA; and it was looking for forgiveness of debt

· You are interested in potential allies to act as a balance against a future resurgent Germany

On the issue of declarations of universal brotherhood and equality: Given the racial prejudice at home, there is little interest in incorporating language of racial equality into the Versailles Treaty to appease Japan.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/modern/versaill/versahtm.htm#q3
Great Britain

David Lloyd George was the prime minister of Great Britain. Ngland and members of the British Empire suffered 942,135 casualties. In Britain most people wanted Germany to be punished: "Make Germany Pay" and "Squeeze them until the pips squeak" were popular slogans, but Lloyd George believed that: 


· Germany should not be treated too harshly; it would only lead to more trouble in the future. 

· Germany should be allowed to recover. 

· France should not be allowed to take the Rhineland. Lloyd George was only prepared to make the Rhineland "demilitarised". This was a question of maintaining the Balance of Power in Europe, a long-term pre-occupation of Britain

· England was heavily in debt, mostly to the USA; and it was looking for forgiveness of debt

· You are interested in potential allies to act as a balance against a future resurgent Germany

On the issue of declarations of universal brotherhood and equality: Given the racial prejudice at home, there is little interest in incorporating language of racial equality into the Versailles Treaty to appease Japan. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/modern/versaill/versahtm.htm#q3
Italy

Vittorio Orlando was the prime minister of Italy. Italy had declared war on Germany in 1915 after the Secret Treaty of London. In the treaty France and Britain had agreed that Italy would be given the Adriatic coast at the end of the war as payment for Italy’s support in the War. This held a lot of people looking for self-determination- Albanians, Serbs, Bosnians, etc.


Other things to know:



460,000 Italians had died in the war

Italy was heavily in debt, mostly to the USA; and it was looking for forgiveness of debt

When Orlando arrived at Versailles he expected France and Britain to keep their promise made in the Treaty of London.

On the issue of declarations of universal brotherhood and equality: Given the racial prejudice at home, there is little interest in incorporating language of racial equality into the Versailles Treaty to appease Japan.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/modern/versaill/versahtm.htm#q3

USA

Woodrow Wilson was the President of the United State of America. The USA had only declared war on Germany in April 1917 and it had suffered no physical damage whatsoever, apart from 116,516 casualties. Wilson arrived in Europe with the "Fourteen Points", which he hoped would help prevent wars in the future. The most important of these were: 

· The peoples of Europe should be allowed to decide their own future; he called this "Self-determination" and he wanted an end to the empires that European countries had built up. He was not prepared to allow Italy to take the Adriatic coast. He was amenable to a new Polish state.

· A League of Nations should be set up to settle disputes between countries in the future.

· A respect for international law and free trade

· A general reduction in armaments around the world

Because of his 14 Points Speech, Wilson was extraordinarily popular in Europe and at home. There were many minorities at home who were very keen for him to keep his promise regarding the self-determination of the homelands of their ethnic origin. The 1920 election will be next year, and these minority votes will be crucial in getting a Democratic President elected.

Further, given the racial prejudice at home, Wilson is not interested in incorporating language of racial equality into the Versailles Treaty to appease Japan. Domestic politics assumes that this would be unpopular with the mostly European derived US population. Further, Wilson himself did not believe in it.

The USA helped finance the War, providing needed monies and resources for the allied powers, notably Italy, France, and England. You are not interested in forgiving that debt as you are worried about the financial implications of such a move on domestic confidence and money markets.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/modern/versaill/versahtm.htm#q3
What was available to take from the LOSERS:

What Germany Had:

A large army still (very badly beaten up at the moment)

A navy (pretty much intact as it had seen little action during the War

A large amount of armaments including naval units (dreadnoughts and submarines)

An air force

Large amounts of territory including: 

· Alsace-Lorraine. Alsace-Lorraine had belong to France prior to 1871, and Germany had annexed it after winning the Franco-Prussian War

· Parts of Central Europe where Poland used to be, and large chunks of Russia.

What Austria-Hungary Had:

Large amounts of territory filled with people looking for self-determination including:

Czechs, Slovaks, Poles, Rumanians, Greeks, Albanians, Bosnians, Serbians, Hungarians

What Turkey (formerly the Ottoman Empire) had:

Large amounts of territory filled with people looking for self-determination including:

Arabs, Albanians, Serbs, Rumanians 

Germany:

Germany has been roundly defeated. There is a lot to be thankful for. Though you suffered 1,935,000 casualties. You were not invited to the conference.

A large army still (very badly beaten up at the moment)

A navy (pretty much intact as it had seen little action during the War)

A large amount of armaments including naval units (dreadnoughts and submarines)

An air force

Large amounts of territory including: 

· Alsace-Lorraine. Alsace-Lorraine had belong to France prior to 1871, and Germany had annexed it after winning the Franco-Prussian War

· Parts of Central Europe where Poland used to be, and large chunks of Russia.

· Colonies in Asia—Shantung, currently occupied by Japan

· Colonies in Africa—Southwest Africa, Togo, Cameroon, Tanganyika

You are basically bankrupt.

Your aim: try to hold onto what you have!

End Results:

Most of the discussions were about Germany, but the leaders also tried to redraw the map of Europe. They wanted to break up the Austro-Hungarian Empire and give self-determination to the peoples of eastern and central Europe. The main details of the Treaty were:

1. Germany was forced to - 
Reduce its army to 100,000 men and was not allowed to have conscription. 
Reduce the navy to 6 warships and was not allowed to have any submarines. 
Destroy all of its air force. 
Give land to Belgium, France, Denmark and Poland. The land given to Poland became known as the "Polish Corridor" and it separated the main part of Germany from East Prussia. 
Hand over all of its colonies—mainly to France, England, and Japan (Shantaung). 
Agree to pay Reparations to the Allies for all of the damage caused by the war; these came to £6,600,000,000. 
Put no soldiers or military equipment within 30 miles of the east bank of the Rhine. 
Accept all of the blame for the war, the "War Guilt Clause". 

The Allies also gave Germany a new form of government based on proportional representation. It was intended to prevent Germany being taken over by a dictatorship, but it led to the creation of more than thirty political parties; none of them was big enough to form a government on its own. This was due to a particular part of the Weimar Constitution that used proportional representation to show the will of the voters. If there are 100 seats in the Reichstag, and 1% of people vote nation-wide for you, your party gets 1 seat. Compare this to the American system which is very different.

2. Italy was given the two small areas of Istria and the South Tirol. The Adriatic coast was made part of a new country called Yugoslavia, which included Serbia and Bosnia. 

3. Other new countries were created - 
Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Finland were formed from land lost by Russia. 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary were formed out of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

4. The allied powers agreed to the formation of a League of Nations.

The Fourteen Points:

I. Open covenants of peace… diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view. 

II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas …

III. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers …establishment of [equal] trade conditions 

IV. Adequate guarantees… that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety. 

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon … the principle … [that the] interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government whose title is to be determined. 

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world … 

VII. Belgium … must be evacuated and restored

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, [including] Alsace-Lorraine.

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of nationality. 

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous development. 

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated …Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality

XII. The turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, [but the other nationalities “within” it given self-determination]

XIII. An independent Polish state … with free & secure access to the sea 

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike. 

“We have no jealousy of German greatness, and there is nothing in this programme that impairs it. We grudge her no achievement or distinction of learning or of pacific enterprise such as have made her record very bright and very enviable. We do not wish to injure her or to block in any way her legitimate influence or power. We do not wish to fight her either with arms or with hostile arrangements of trade if she is willing to associate herself with us and the other peace- loving nations of the world in covenants of justice and law and fair dealing. We wish her only to accept a place of equality among the peoples of the world, -- the new world in which we now live, -- instead of a place of mastery.”

Japan

You entered the war in 1914, and used the opportunity to enrich yourself by attacking weakly defended German colonial possessions. You are Hara Takashi (Kei) the first Party Prime Minister of Japan. You represent Emperor Yoshihito, the son and successor of the Meiji Emperor. 

Japan suffered 1,344 casualties in the course of the war—very light in comparison to others, and no physical damage to the Japanese homeland. You are aware of the Western Powers feelings of superiority where you are concerned. You dislike this, feeling yourself to be a power of the first rank, on par with Western powers, especially the USA. You understand that the USA is you r most immediate and important competitor in the Pacific region. The reality is that you are not yet as strong as any of the other major allied powers.

Your major aims at the Versailles Conference are twofold:

· Get a racial equality principle enshrined in writing in the Peace Treaties.

· Keep Shantung, which you occupied during the war after brief resistance, for Japan either as a colony or as a mandate. Tsingtao is a port located on the south coast of the Shantung Peninsula at the eastern entrance to Kiaochow Bay, one of the best natural harbours in northern China. Although the bay sometimes freezes in severe winters, it is always open for large ships. Strategically, it is of great importance to you to keep it.

Poland

Roman Dmowski  was the polish representative at Versailles.

In 1792 the old Polish state was dismembered by the three empires of Prussia, Austria and Russia - it ceased to exist, apart from a brief return under Napoleon as the Grand Duchy of Warsaw.

Now is the opportunity to reconstitute the Polish state out of pieces of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Eastern Germany, and Russia. You are particularly interested in having a seaport to the Baltic Sea (which would have to go through what was once part of Germany.

Several things to note that are in your favour:

· The Russian Revolution and the Bolshevik menace heightened fears in the West that Communism could spread. A reconstituted Poland could help provide a buffer against such an eventuality.

· Wilson and his 14 points both made clear that self-determination was a respectable and necessary step in the post War world. 

· There is a large Polish constituency in the USA who vote in elections. The next Presidential election is in 1920.

· France and Britain would benefit from having a buffer and likely ally against future German aggression

http://www.granada-learning.com/yitm/ww1/case_studies/role_play/rplay2c.html

Serbia

Nika Pasic was the Serbian representative.

The concept of Self Determination was keenly felt in the Balkans, and in particular in Serbia. As the war had its origins in this region, and the Serbs felt the aggression of the old Imperialist enemy, Austria, needed redressing.

The Serbs were an aggressively nationalistic race. The determination to see a 'big' Serbia come out of the peace treaty was intense. In addition there can be no hiding the fact that the Serbs had ambitions on Croat, Albanian, Slovene, Bosnian, Macedonian, and even Italian soil. The stance taken at Versailles by the Serbian delegates was ambitious and aggressive.

Several things to note that are in your favour:

· Wilson and his 14 points both made clear that self-determination was a respectable and necessary step in the post War world. 

· The war started with Serbia, and symbolically finding a solution here would be an appropriate form of compensation for what had happened to Serbia.

Watch out for Italy. It also has designs on the region, and would like to incorporate some of what you are calling “Yugoslavia” into its own territory.

http://www.granada-learning.com/yitm/ww1/case_studies/role_play/rplay2c.html

Japan

ARTICLE 156.

Germany renounces, in favour of Japan, all her rights, title and privileges particularly those concerning the territory of Kiaochow, railways, mines and submarine cables​which she acquired in virtue of the Treaty concluded by her with China on March 6 1898, and of all other arrangements relative to the Province of Shantung. 

All German rights in the Tsingtao-Tsinanfu Railway, including its branch lines together with its subsidiary property of all kinds, stations, shops, fixed and rolling stock, mines, plant and material for the exploitation of the mines, are and remain acquired by Japan, together with all rights and privileges attaching thereto. 

The German State submarine cables from Tsingtao to Shanghai and from Tsingtao to Chefoo, with all the rights, privileges and properties attaching thereto, are similarly acquired by Japan, free and clear of all charges and encumbrances. 

ARTICLE 157. 

The movable and immovable property owned by the German State in the territory of Kiaochow, as well as all the rights which Germany might claim in consequence of the works or improvements made or of the expenses incurred by her, directly or indirectly, in connection with this territory, are and remain acquired by Japan, free and clear of all charges and encumbrances. 

ARTICLE 158. 

Germany shall hand over to Japan within three months from the coming into force of the present Treaty the archives, registers, plans, title-deeds and documents of every kind, wherever they may be, relating to the administration, whether civil, military, financial, judicial or other, of the territory of Kiaochow. 

Within the same period Germany shall give particulars to Japan of all treaties, arrangements or agreements relating to the rights, title or privileges referred to in the two preceding Articles.

The Aftermath—Germany:

When the details of the treaty were published in June 1919 most Germans were horrified. 

· Germany had not been allowed to the Peace Conference and were told to accept the terms or else. Most Germans had believed that the Treaty would be lenient because of Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points. 

· Many Germans did not believe that the German army had actually been defeated in 1918 because Germany had not been invaded. One of these people was Corporal Adolf Hitler, who had been in hospital in November 1918 recovering from gas-blindness. Like many others he came to believe that the army had been "stabbed in the back" by the "November Criminals", the politicians who had signed the Armistice which had brought the Great War to an end on 11th November 1918. 

· Several of the clauses of the Treaty were thought to be very harsh. It was going to be almost impossible to pay the Reparations. In fact, the German government gave up after only one year, and the War Guilt Clause seemed particularly unfair. How could Germany be the only country to blame for the war? After all it had started when a Serbian shot an Austrian. 

· It was felt that Germany had simply been made a scapegoat by the other countries for all that had happened. 

Feelings like these led to a great deal of unrest in Germany in the years from 1919 to 1922. 

· Returning soldiers formed armed gangs, the Freikorps, who roamed the streets attacking people. In March 1920 they tried to seize power. 

· There was an attempted revolution by the Communists in January 1919, the Spartacist Revolt. 

· There were many murders, including two government ministers, one of whom had signed the Armistice. 

· A number of extremist political parties were set up, including the German Workers' Party, which Adolf Hitler took over in 1921. He based his support upon the hatred that many Germans felt for the Treaty of Versailles. 

· The government became more and more unpopular and appeared to be very weak because it was not able to deal with the revolutions and the unrest.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/modern/versaill/versahtm.htm 

The Aftermath—Italy:

Most Italians believed that Italy had been treated very badly at Versailles. This led to unemployment and unrest in many parts of Italy from 1919 onwards and led to increasing support for Benito Mussolini, the leader of the Fascist Party. He promised to rebuild Italy and recreate the Roman Empire.

The Aftermath—Japan

Japan received scraps. Its proposal on racial equality was rejected out of hand.



